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Wildcats Squander Halftime Lead in Upset Bid at Western 
Vikings’ 30-9 Second-Half Run Spoils Central’s Unbeaten GNAC Record 
 
BELLINGHAM, Wash. – Seniors Chris Bannish (Menlo, Wash./Willapa Valley HS) and Robert Hicks 
(Lakewood, Calif.) combined for 50 points, but Central Washington was unable to maintain a one-point 
halftime lead in suffering a 104-85 loss to third-ranked Western Washington in Great Northwest Athletic 
Conference men’s basketball action on Saturday night at Sam Carver Gymnasium. 
 
The Wildcats, who had won their first two Great Northwest Athletic Conference games, fell to 7-5 overall and 2-
1 in GNAC play. Western Washington improved to 11-1 and 3-0. 
 
Central Washington took a one-point lead into the halftime intermission, emerging from a back-and-forth 
opening half. The Wildcats and Vikings were tied eight times in the first 20 minutes, but two free throws by 
Bannish with three seconds to go gave Central the 44-43 advantage at the break. 
 
Western Washington erupted in the second half, scoring 30 of the first 39 points of the period and eventually 
leading by as many as 23 points. The Vikings were sparked by the play of senior perimeter players Ryan Diggs 
and Grant Dykstra, who scored 35 and 29 points, respectively. Diggs did nearly half of his damage at the free 
throw line, connecting on 17 of 20 at the charity stripe as Western Washington was 31 of 38 at the line. Central 
converted on just 19 of its 30 free throw opportunities. 
 
Bannish set a new career-high with his 27 tallies on Saturday, three better than his previous best of 24 points 
against Chaminade on Dec. 2. Hicks, meanwhile, scored 17 in the second half against the Vikings to tie his 
season-high of 23. Hicks’ career-high of 36 points came in last season’s meeting with Western Washington at 
Carver Gym last season. 
 
Joining Bannish and Hicks in double figures for the Wildcats was junior Lance Den Boer (Sunnyside, 
Wash./Sunnyside Christian HS), who had an off shooting night (3 for 12) but finished with 13 points. 
 
While Diggs and Dykstra highlighted Western Washington’s point-scoring totals, senior Tyler Amaya finished 
with a phenomenal all-around performance by tallying 16 points and game-highs of 19 rebounds and eight 
assists. No other Viking player was in double figures, but Western held a 46-35 advantage in the rebounding 
department.  
 
Central Washington continues its three-game GNAC road trip next Thursday (Jan. 12) with a visit to Saint 
Martin’s University in Lacey. The Wildcats and Saints are slated for a 7:30 p.m. start, before Central wraps up 
its road trip with a Saturday game (Jan. 14) at Seattle University. The Wildcats return home Jan. 19 to face 
nationally-ranked Seattle Pacific at Nicholson Pavilion. 

(more) 
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GREAT NORTHWEST ATHLETIC CONFERENCE MEN’S BASKETBALL 
At Bellingham, WA (Carver Gymnasium) 
#3 Western Washington 104, Central Washington 85 
01/07/06 7:00 pm PST 
 
CENTRAL WASHINGTON (7-5, 2-1 GNAC) - Bannish,Chris 10-15 6-8 27; Hicks,Robert 9-15 3-4 23; Den 
Boer,Lance 3-12 6-6 13; Assink,Grant 2-3 2-2 6; Monti,Colton 2-5 1-4 5; Spevak,Johnny 2-6 0-0 4; 
Curry,Tremaine 1-3 1-4 3; Conner,Mike 1-3 0-0 2; McMillion,Julius 1-3 0-2 2; Craven,Teddy 0-0 0-0 0; 
Luke,Joey 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 31-65 19-30 85. 
WESTERN WASHINGTON (11-1, 3-0 GNAC) - Diggs,Ryan 8-16 17-20 35; Dykstra,Grant 10-21 5-7 29; 
Amaya,Tyler 6-14 2-4 16; Visser,Darrell 4-5 0-0 8; Jackson,Kyle 2-4 2-2 7; Henne,Lukas 1-3 3-3 5; 
Weisner,Brett 1-5 2-2 4; Brittinen,David 0-0 0-0 0; Primozich,Rob 0-1 0-0 0; Nwaelele,Ken 0-0 0-0 0; 
Schell,Calin 0-0 0-0 0; Vermeulen,Preston 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 32-71 31-38 104. 
Halftime-Central Washington 44, Western Washington 43. 3-point goals-Central Washington 4-14 
(Hicks,Robert 2-4; Den Boer,Lance 1-7; Bannish,Chris 1-2; Spevak,Johnny 0-1), Western Washington 9-28 
(Dykstra,Grant 4-11; Diggs,Ryan 2-6; Amaya,Tyler 2-3; Jackson,Kyle 1-3; Primozich,Rob 0-1; 
Vermeulen,Preston 0-1; Weisner,Brett 0-3). Fouled out--Central Washington-None, Western Washington-
Jackson,Kyle. Rebounds-Central Washington 35 (Den Boer,Lance 6), Western Washington 46 (Amaya,Tyler 
19). Assists-Central Washington 14 (Bannish,Chris 6), Western Washington 22 (Amaya,Tyler 8). Total fouls-
Central Washington 23, Western Washington 24. A-2534. 
Great Northwest Athletic Conference game 
 

-CWU- 



Official Basketball Box Score -- GAME TOTALS -- FINAL STATISTICS
Central Washington vs #3 Western Washington
01/07/06 7:00 pm PST at Bellingham, WA (Carver Gymnasium)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
VISITORS: Central Washington 7-5, 2-1 GNAC
                          TOT-FG  3-PT         REBOUNDS
## Player Name            FG-FGA FG-FGA FT-FTA OF DE TOT PF  TP  A TO BLK S MIN
03 Den Boer,Lance...... f  3-12   1-7    6-6    1  5  6   3  13  2  2  0  1  29
22 Spevak,Johnny....... f  2-6    0-1    0-0    0  4  4   1   4  0  3  0  0  23
25 Assink,Grant........ c  2-3    0-0    2-2    0  2  2   4   6  2  2  2  1  18
12 Bannish,Chris....... g 10-15   1-2    6-8    1  4  5   4  27  6  4  0  1  36
32 Hicks,Robert........ g  9-15   2-4    3-4    2  1  3   3  23  2  0  0  0  30
05 Monti,Colton........    2-5    0-0    1-4    0  0  0   3   5  1  1  0  1  17
20 Luke,Joey...........    0-0    0-0    0-0    0  1  1   1   0  1  0  0  0   4
24 Curry,Tremaine......    1-3    0-0    1-4    2  1  3   0   3  0  1  0  1  12
30 McMillion,Julius....    1-3    0-0    0-2    1  4  5   4   2  0  4  1  0  12
34 Conner,Mike.........    1-3    0-0    0-0    0  2  2   0   2  0  0  0  0  15
40 Craven,Teddy........    0-0    0-0    0-0    0  0  0   0   0  0  0  0  0   4
   TEAM................                         1  3  4
   Totals..............   31-65   4-14  19-30   8 27 35  23  85 14 17  3  5 200

TOTAL FG% 1st Half: 18-31 58.1%   2nd Half: 13-34 38.2%   Game: 47.7%  DEADB
3-Pt. FG% 1st Half:  2-5  40.0%   2nd Half:  2-9  22.2%   Game: 28.6%   REBS
F Throw % 1st Half:  6-6  100 %   2nd Half: 13-24 54.2%   Game: 63.3%    6

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
HOME TEAM: #3 Western Washington 11-1, 3-0 GNAC
                          TOT-FG  3-PT         REBOUNDS
## Player Name            FG-FGA FG-FGA FT-FTA OF DE TOT PF  TP  A TO BLK S MIN
01 Dykstra,Grant....... f 10-21   4-11   5-7    3  5  8   2  29  3  3  0  4  38
21 Amaya,Tyler......... f  6-14   2-3    2-4    5 14 19   3  16  8  5  2  1  35
30 Visser,Darrell...... c  4-5    0-0    0-0    2  3  5   4   8  0  0  4  0  17
02 Diggs,Ryan.......... g  8-16   2-6   17-20   1  3  4   3  35  6  3  0  3  34
03 Jackson,Kyle........ g  2-4    1-3    2-2    1  1  2   5   7  3  0  0  1  27
10 Nwaelele,Ken........    0-0    0-0    0-0    0  0  0   0   0  0  0  0  0   1
20 Vermeulen,Preston...    0-2    0-1    0-0    1  0  1   2   0  0  1  0  0   7
24 Weisner,Brett.......    1-5    0-3    2-2    2  1  3   3   4  1  1  0  1  16
34 Schell,Calin........    0-0    0-0    0-0    0  0  0   1   0  1  0  1  0   3
40 Henne,Lukas.........    1-3    0-0    3-3    0  2  2   1   5  0  0  2  1  20
42 Primozich,Rob.......    0-1    0-1    0-0    0  0  0   0   0  0  0  0  0   1
44 Brittinen,David.....    0-0    0-0    0-0    0  1  1   0   0  0  0  0  0   1
   TEAM................                            1  1
   Totals..............   32-71   9-28  31-38  15 31 46  24 104 22 13  9 11 200

TOTAL FG% 1st Half: 16-34 47.1%   2nd Half: 16-37 43.2%   Game: 45.1%  DEADB
3-Pt. FG% 1st Half:  5-12 41.7%   2nd Half:  4-16 25.0%   Game: 32.1%   REBS
F Throw % 1st Half:  6-8  75.0%   2nd Half: 25-30 83.3%   Game: 81.6%    4

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Officials: Doug Sturdivan, Don Tuggle, Bob Rose
Technical fouls: Central Washington-None. #3 Western Washington-Amaya,Tyler.
Attendance: 2534
Score by Periods                1st  2nd   Total
Central Washington............   44   41  -   85
#3 Western Washington.........   43   61  -  104
Great Northwest Athletic Conference game
Points in the paint-CWU 32,WWU 30. Points off turnovers-CWU 15,WWU 22.
2nd chance points-CWU 11,WWU 13. Fast break points-CWU 6,WWU 15.
Bench points-CWU 12,WWU 9. Score tied-8 times. Lead changed-10 times.
Last FG-CWU 2nd-00:11, WWU 2nd-02:36.


